
NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE 
 
ORDINANCE NO.  09-1273 
 
 The ordinance published herewith was introduced and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the 
Borough Council of the Borough of Tinton Falls, in the County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, held on July 
21, 2009. This Ordinance will be further considered for adoption, after the public hearing is held thereon, at a 
meeting of the Borough Council to be held on Tuesday, August 18, 2009, in the Municipal Center, 556 Tinton 
Avenue, Tinton Falls, NJ beginning at 7:30 o'clock P.M.  During the week prior to and up to and including the 
date of such meeting, copies of said Ordinance will be made available in the Clerk's Office to the members of 
the general public who shall request the same. 
 
      KAREN MOUNT-TAYLOR, RMC, CMC 
 
ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER XIV OF THE REVISED GENERAL ORDINANCES 
OF THE BOROUGH OF TINTON FALLS GOVERNING FIRE PREVENTION 

 WHEREAS, effective February 1, 2009, the New Jersey Division of Fire Safety in the 
Department of Community Affairs adopted new regulations based on standards established by the 
2006 International Fire Code; and 

 WHEREAS, the Fire Marshall for the Borough of Tinton Falls has recommended changes to the 
Borough’s Fire Prevention Code to be in line with these newly adopted regulations and to address 
other local concerns relating to fire prevention in the Borough.  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Tinton 
Falls in the County of Monmouth and State of New Jersey, that Chapter 14 of the Revised General 
Ordinances of the Borough of Tinton Falls be amended as follows: 

CHAPTER XIV  FIRE PREVENTION 

14-1.1   Local Enforcement.    

Pursuant to Section 11 of the Uniform Fire Safety Act (P.L.1983, c. 383), the following shall be 
locally enforced in the Borough of Tinton Falls: the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code, the 1993 BOCA 
Basic Building Code and all amendments and supplements thereto, the 1993 BOCA Basic 
Mechanical Code 2006 International Fire Code, 2006 International Mechanical Code and 2006 
International Building Code and all amendments and supplements thereto, the National Fire 
Protection Association Code and all amendments and supplements thereto, all of which are hereby 
adopted and wherein a higher or more restrictive standard is set forth or wherein such may 
supplement the Uniform Fire Safety Act, all of which are referred to in this chapter as the Act.  (1982 
Code §94-12; Ord. #599; Ord. #95-894, §1) 

14-1.2   Enforcement Agency Designated.   

The local enforcing agency shall be the Division of Fire Prevention/Fire Marshal’s Office in the 
Department of Building and Development of the Borough of Tinton Falls.   (1982 Code §94-13; Ord. 
#599; Ord. #95-894, §2) 

14-1.3   Duties of Enforcement Agency.   

The local enforcement agency shall enforce the Uniform Fire Safety Act and the codes and 
regulations adopted under it in all buildings, structures and premises within the Borough, other than 
owner-occupied one- and two-family dwellings, and shall faithfully comply with the requirements of 
the Uniform Fire Safety Act and the Uniform Fire Code.  (1982 Code §94-14; Ord. #599) 



14-1.4   Life-Hazard Uses.   

The local enforcing agency established by subsection 14-1.2 shall carry out the periodic inspections 
of life-hazard uses required by the Uniform Fire Code on behalf of the Commissioner of Community 
Affairs.  (1982 Code §94-15; Ord. #599) 

14-1.5   Organization.   

The local enforcing agency established by subsection 14-1.2 shall be a part of the Department of 
Building and Development and shall be made under the direct supervision and control of the Director, 
Department of Building and Development.  (1982 Code §94-16; Ord. #599; Ord. #95-894, §2) 

14-1.6   Fire Official; Inspectors and Employees. 

a. The local enforcing agency shall be under the supervision of a Fire Official who shall be 
appointed by the Director, Department of Building and Development and who shall serve as the chief 
administrator of the agency, its fire inspectors and other personnel as may be necessary to enforce all 
applicable laws, codes and regulations. 

b. The Fire Official shall serve at term of two (2) years.  Any vacancy shall be filled for the 
unexpired term.  The Fire Official shall serve until any successor is appointed and qualified. 

b. Such inspectors and other employees as may be necessary in the local enforcing agency shall 
be appointed by the Director, Department of Inspections in accordance with the Charter and the 
Personnel Policies of the Borough of Tinton Falls. 

c. Fire Official, inspectors and other employees of the enforcing agency shall be subject to removal 
at any time in accordance with the provisions of the Charter and the Borough Personnel Policies.  
Each Fire Official Inspector or employee to be so removed shall be afforded an opportunity to 
be heard by the appointing authority or a designated hearing officer.   

 (1982 Code §94-17; Ord. #599; Ord. #95-894, §3) 

14-1.7   Board of Appeals.   

Pursuant to Sections 15 and 17 of the Uniform Fire Safety Act, any person aggrieved by any order of 
the local enforcement agency shall have the right to appeal to the Construction Board of Appeals of 
Monmouth County.  (1982 Code §94-18; Ord. #599) 

14-1.8   Non-Life Hazard Use Registration. 

 In addition to the registrations required by the Uniform Fire Code, the following non-life 
hazard uses shall register with the Fire Prevention Bureau. These uses shall pay an annual fee and be 
inspected once a year (unless otherwise required by the Uniform Fire Code).   as set forth below: 

a. All Uses Other Than Residential. 

Size of Space Fee 

Less than 3,000 sq. ft. $  55.00 

3,000 sq. ft. to less than 6,000 sq. ft. $  80.00 
6,000 sq. ft. to less than 12,000 sq. ft. $ 100.00 

12,000 sq. ft. to less than 15,000 sq. ft. $105.00 



15,000 sq. ft. to less than 25,000 sq. ft. $130.00 

25,000 sq. ft. to less than 35,000 sq. ft. $180.00 

35,000 sq. ft. to less than 50,000 sq. ft. $200.00 
50,000 sq. ft. to less than 75,000 sq. ft. $225.00 

75,000 sq. ft. to less than 100,000 sq. ft. $240.00 

Over 100,000 sq. ft. $300.00 plus correlating amount above for sq. ft. over 100,000 sq. ft. 
(ex: 104,000 sq. ft. – $365.00) 

b. Residential Common Areas (Each Building). 

1, 2 & 3 story buildings 0–8,999 sq. ft. per floor $ 50.00 per floor 
1,2 & 3 story buildings 9,000–17,999 sq. ft. per floor $ 65.00 per floor 

1, 2 & 3 story buildings 18,000+ sq. ft. per floor $  90.00 per floor 
4-7 story buildings 0–8,999 sq. ft. per floor $  65.00 per floor 
4-7 story buildings 9,000–17,999 sq. ft. per floor $  90.00 per floor 
4-7 story buildings18,000+ sq. ft. $115.00 per floor 

 (1982 Code §94-19; Ord. #599; Ord. #95-894, §4; Ord. #04-1116, §I) 

14-1.9   Permits.  Reserved.*  

14-1.10   Smoke Detector and Carbon Monoxide Alarm Application Fee. 

 Before any structure is sold, leased or otherwise made subject to a change of occupancy for 
residential purposes, the owner shall obtain a Certificate of Smoke Detector and Carbon Monoxide 
Alarm Compliance (CSMCDAC), evidencing compliance with N.J.A.C. 5:70-2.3  -4.19 from the 
appropriate enforcing agency. 

 The application fee for a Certificate of Smoke Detector and Carbon Monoxide Alarm 
Compliance shall be in accordance with the fee set forth in the NJ Uniform Fire Code 5:70-2.9(d) as 
amended and revised from time to time.  

(Ord. #04-1116, §I) 

14-1.11   Other Inspections. 

a. Non-Life Hazard uses will be inspected annually. 

b. Any special inspection request, which is not covered in this chapter or by Code shall be a 
minimum fee of thirty-five ($35.00) dollars for residential and fifty ($50.00) dollars for 
nonresidential. (Ord. #04-1116, §I) 

14-1.12   Certificate and Miscellaneous Fees. 

                                                 
 



 The fee for the issuance of a Certificate of Fire Code Status shall be thirty-five ($35.00) 
dollars. 

 The fee for the fire reports shall be five ($5.00) dollars. 

 The fee for photographs shall be five ($5.00) dollars per photograph. 

 The fee for digital copy shall be fifteen ($15.00) dollars per disk. 

 The fee for site plan reviews and subdivision reviews shall be one hundred fifty ($150.00 
)dollars residential and non-residential. 

 The fee for review of Fire Plans and Emergency Evacuation Plans shall be one hundred 
fifty ($150.00) dollars 

(Ord. #04-1116, §I) 

14-1.13   Geographic Information System (G.I.S.) Escrow Fees.* 

 Five ($5.00) dollars per Fire Safety Nonresidential Registration. 

 Five ($5.00) dollars per N.J. Uniform Fire Code Certification of Inspection (Smoke Detector 
and Carbon Monoxide Alarm Inspection).  

(Executive Order 2004-6-2)  

14-1.14   Penalties. 

 All penalties and enforcement procedures set forth in N.J.A.C. Chapter 70 of Title 5  5:70-
2.11 and 2.12 are adopted herein as amended and revised from time to time. (Ord. #04-1116, §I) 

 Exception.  Failure to pay the required Annual Registration Fee when due shall result in a 
penalty in an amount equal to the annual fee, but not less than $200.00. 

14-1.15 Residential Fire Extinguisher. 

Before any structure is sold, leased or otherwise made subject to a change of occupancy for 
residential purposes, the owner shall provide the structure with a portable fire extinguisher, in 
addition to the requirements for smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in order to receive a 
Certificate of Occupancy.   

a.  Extinguisher Requirements 

1.  At least one portable fire extinguisher shall be installed within all residential 
dwellings at the time of change of occupancy.   

Exceptions.  Apartments in buildings with common enclosed corridors that are                      
provided with mounted fire extinguishers as approved by the Fire Prevention 
Bureau. 

2. The extinguisher shall be listed, labeled, serviced, charged and operable. 

                                                 
 



3. The extinguisher owner’s manual or written information regarding the operation, 
inspection and maintenance of the extinguisher must be kept for the life of the 
extinguisher and be made available upon the inspector’s request. 

Exceptions.  New fire extinguishers are not required to be serviced and tagged, as 
long as the seller or agent can provide proof of purchase or receipt confirming the 
purchase within one year prior to the inspection. 

4. The size shall be no smaller than 2A:10B:C, rated for residential use and weigh no 
more than 10 lbs. 

b. Extinguisher Placement 

1.  The hangers or brackets supplied by the manufacturer must be used.  
2. The extinguisher must be located within 10 feet of the kitchen. 
3. The extinguisher must be near a room exit or travel path that provides an escape 

route to the exterior. 
4. The top of the extinguisher must not be more than 5 feet above the floor. 
5. The extinguisher must be visible and in a readily accessible location, free from 

being blocked by furniture, storage or other items.  The extinguisher cannot be 
behind a door or in a cabinet. 

6. The extinguisher shall have operating instructions printed on the front of the 
cylinder.  When installed, the operating instructions must be clearly visible. 

14-1.16  Fire Lanes and Fire Zones. (Section 4-13 shall hereby be deleted) 
 
a. Designation of Fire Lanes and Fire Zones 

1.  Certain areas shall be designated as fire lanes to provide clear access to buildings for the 
firefighting and emergency response equipment in the event of an emergency. Fire 
hydrants and water connection devices located on local, County, State and private roads 
and parking lots shall be designated as fire zones.  Whenever it is deemed necessary for 
public safety, the Bureau and/or their designated agents may require the owners or 
operators of any uses in businesses, all life-hazard uses or other similar uses, to designate 
fire zones at entrances, loading doors or access ways to said premises and fire lanes in 
driveways leading from the street to the fire zones, as well as drafting locations. The size of 
the fire zone, fire lanes and/or drafting locations shall be set at the discretion of the 
Bureau and/or its designated agents based upon the size of property and such other facts as 
the Bureau deems necessary. A diagram demonstrating the proper manner of painting and 
lettering fire zones and fire lanes shall be made available by the Bureau and/or its 
designated agents. All line striping and lettering shall be legible at all times. A metal fire 
zone or fire lane sign shall be provided, erected and maintained by the owner or operator 
of the property and shall be placed and directed by the Bureau and/or its designated agents. 
A diagram of a fire zone or fire lane signs shall be made available by the Bureau and/or its 
designated agents.   

2.  Fire lanes/fire zones may be located on public or private property.  
3.  Fire lanes/fire zones shall be established by the Borough Fire Official.  Property owner or 

agent shall supply drawings of properties delineating fire lanes/fire zones and a copy shall 
be kept on file in the Fire Prevention Bureau.  All requirements herein shall be adhered to 
as written or as approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau. 

b. Notice to Affected Property owners 
      1.  Notice that a property requires the posting of signs or painting of fire lanes/fire zones shall 

be sent to the property owner by the Fire Prevention Bureau whether by personal delivery 
or certified mail. 

2.  Within thirty (30) days of receipt of notice, said property owner shall install required signs 
and paint required stripes. 



3. In the event that said designated fire lane, fire zone or fire area has been previously 
approved and marked accordingly and properly documented as existing, said area shall be 
deemed as having met the intent of the code and shall  be subject to penalties if otherwise 
not maintained or obstructed. 

c. Intervention by the Borough for failure to comply.  
      1. In the event that a property owner fails to comply with the requirements of this Section, the 

Fire Prevention Bureau may arrange to have signs installed and pavement painted at the 
expense of the property owner, said amount to be assessed against the property affected 
and collected through the Borough of Tinton Falls Tax Collector’s Office. 

d. Parking, Stopping or Standing of Vehicles Prohibited.  
      1.   No person shall park, stop or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or   

unattended, in any designated fire lane or fire zone or obstruct any designated fire lane or 
fire zone. For parking enforcement purposes, fire lanes and fire zones shall be designated 
by any one of the marking and signing components defined herein.  

  Exceptions 
1. Approved emergency vehicles 
2. A school’s fire lane may be approved for driver attended school bus 

vehicles at scheduled student drop off and pick up times 
2.  No person shall park, stop or leave standing any vehicle, whether attended or unattended, 

within fifteen (15’) feet of a fire hydrant or other Fire Department water connection device. 
Exceptions 

1. Approved emergency vehicles 
e. Restrictions for Loading Zones.  
      1.  In loading zones designated herein, attended vehicles may stop solely for the purpose of 

loading or unloading and only for the period of time necessary to accomplish such loading 
or unloading. 

f. Installation of Signs, Painting of Lines. 
      1.  Marking of Fire Lane: The owner shall, within thirty (30) days of being given notice to        

do so by the Fire Official, mark the lanes as follows: 
(a) Existing or proposed curb face and top shall be painted yellow or a  
      four inch (4”) yellow line painted no more than one foot (1’) from  
      edge of driving surface closest to structure.  The fire lane shall be   
      at least twenty feet(20’) wide or as approved by the Bureau.  To  
      complete the definition of the fire lane, a second four  inch (4”) yellow  
      line shall be painted parallel  to curb or line. 
(b) The lettering to be painted in yellow on the driving surface within the    
      fire lane lines shall read: NO PARKING FIRE LANE.  The letters  
      shall be at least two feet(2’) in height and one foot (1’) in width, with    
      the exception of the letter “I” which shall be at least three inches(3”) in  
      width.  All lettering shall be upper case.  The distance between each    
      phrase of  lettering shall not exceed one hundred feet(100’) without  
      repeating the required painted lettering on the driving surface.   
      Repeated painted lettering shall alternate direction for two directional  
      traffic. 
(c) All painted lettering, lining and curbing shall be Type I Pure Drying  
     Yellow Traffic Paint. 

      2.  Signing of Fire Lane: The owner shall, within thirty (30) days of being given  
                        notice to do so by the Fire Official, mark the lanes as follows: 
   (a) Signs, with minimum dimensions of twelve inches by eighteen inches  
        (12”x18”) constructed of metal with red letters of a minimum of  
        two (2”) inches in size on a white background with red boarder shall be  
        posted at a level of at least six (6’) feet above grade, unless otherwise  
        approved by the Fire Official.  Sign shall depict the words, “NO  
        PARKING FIRE LANE” or depict a no parking symbol proceeded by  
        the words “FIRE LANE”.   
   (b) Spacing of signs shall be even with a minimum of one (1) sign for  



        every one hundred feet (100’) of fire lane or part thereof, or as ordered  
        by the Fire Official. All signs and markings must be unobstructed and  
        visible for a distance of at least one hundred (100’) feet when viewed  
        from a position approximately five (5’) feet above the ground while in  
        the fire lane. 
     3.  Marking of Fire Zone: The owner shall, within thirty (30) days of being given  
                        notice to do so by the Fire Official, mark the lanes as follows: 

(a) Fire zones associated with egress discharge, fire hydrants and fire  
department connection device shall be identified with yellow paint extending 
fifteen (15’) feet in both directions on the curb and/or driving surface where 
possible. Required clearances for fire apparatus operation, as determined by 
the Fire Prevention Bureau 

   (b)Existing or proposed curb face and top shall be painted yellow or a  
      four inch (4”) yellow line painted no more than one foot (1’) from  
      edge of driving surface closest to area of prohibited obstruction.  The  
      fire zone markings shall be extend three feet (3’) from the edge of  
     driving surface closest to area of prohibited obstruction, where a  
     second four  inch (4”) yellow line shall be painted parallel to curb or  
     line. Between the two lines, horizontal four inch (4”) yellow lines shall  
     be painted at twelve inch (12”) parallel spacing. 
(c)The lettering to be painted in yellow on the driving surface within the    
     fire zone lines shall read: NO PARKING FIRE ZONE.  The letters  
     shall be at least two feet(2’) in height and one foot (1’) in width, with    
     the exception of the letter “I” which shall be at least three inches(3”) in  
    width.  All lettering shall be upper case.   
(d) All painted lettering, lining and curbing shall be yellow traffic paint. 

      4.  Signing of Fire Zone: The owner shall, within thirty (30) days of being given  
      notice to do so by the Fire Official, mark the lanes as follows: 
   (a) Signs, with minimum dimensions of twelve inches by eighteen inches  
        (12”x18”) constructed of metal with red letters of a minimum of  
        two (2”) inches in size on a white background with red boarder shall be  
        posted at a level of at least six (6’) feet above grade, unless otherwise  
        approved by the Fire Official.  Sign shall depict the words, “NO  
        PARKING FIRE ZONE” or depict a no parking symbol proceeded by  
        the words “FIRE ZONE”.   

(b) At least one sign shall be erected within the fire zone, unless otherwise 
specified by the Fire Official 

 
g. Enforcement for the Parking in Fire Lanes / Fire Zones. 
      1.   For parking enforcement purposes, fire lanes and fire zones shall be designated by any one 

of the marking and signing components defined herein. 
h. Enforcement Agencies for the Parking in Fire Lanes / Fire Zones. 
      1. The Tinton Falls Bureau of Fire Prevention and the Tinton Falls Police Department shall 

have concurrent jurisdiction in policing and issuing parking summons within Fire Lanes 
and Fire Zones. 

i. Penalties. 
      1.  Property owners failing to install signs or paint pavement within thirty (30) days of  

 receipt of notice shall be subject to a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars    
      ($500) in accordance with the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code. 

2. Property owners failing to keep fire lane and fire zones clear of all obstructions may also be 
subject to an issuance of violation in accordance with the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code.  

3. Violators who park illegally in a fire lane or fire zone shall be subject to a fine of  
 seventy-five ($75) dollars.   This penalty shall be in addition to any court costs. Said   
      fine shall be imposed on complaint and conviction in the municipal court of the  
      Borough of Tinton Falls. 

4. For any summons issued by the Bureau of Fire Prevention, said fines shall be  



dedicated to the Bureau of Fire Prevention. 
j.Towing of Vehicles. 
       1.  The Tinton Falls Bureau of Fire Prevention and the Tinton Falls Police            

Department shall be authorized to have motor vehicles and all obstructions towed and 
removed from any fire lane or fire zone.  The cost of removal and storage shall be paid by 
vehicle or obstruction owner prior to the release. 
 

14-1.17     Board Up Procedures 
 
The Fire Prevention Bureau shall order property owner or agent to secure those buildings or 
structures, residential or commercial that have been damaged by fire, impact or natural weather 
force or have become dilapidated or deteriorated.  These procedures are intended to protect 
buildings or structures, that are temporarily vacant pending demolition or rehabilitation and use, 
as not to become: an attractive nuisance to children; a temporary shelter for the homeless; a 
harbor for criminals or dangerous persons; or as to enable persons to resort thereto for the 
purpose of committing unlawful acts, including arson.  The U.S. Fire Administration Board Up 
Procedures shall be followed, as listed herein, unless otherwise approved by the Fire Prevention 
Bureau.  
 
a.  Disconnect all utilities at the street 
        1.  Turn off water at the street and drain the system to its lowest point.  Leave    
          faucets open and put anti-freeze in all traps containing water. 
   2.  Have the utility company disconnect electricity at the street and remove and   
                 cap meters. 

3.  Shut off LNG supply at the street.  Disconnect and remove LPG and heating  
     oil tanks. 

b.  Remove all flammables and combustibles from inside and outside the building 
1.  Remove all upholstered furniture, combustible materials and trash from the  
     building, including the basement and attic. 

            2.  Remove trash and trash containers and combustible furniture from exterior   
                stairwells, porches, fire escapes and outbuildings. 
            3.  Remove shrubbery and vegetation that could support or spread a fire. 
c.  Secure the building to prevent entry 
            1.  Search the entire building to ensure that it is unoccupied 
            2.  Remove doors and storm windows and place in storage. 
d.  Determining how much protection is needed 
   1.  Openings in the basement, first floor doors and windows and any point of  
          entry accessible from a porch, fire escape or other potential climbing point  
                 require additional security measures.  These openings should be barricaded    
                 with  plywood, 2x4s, bolts and nails 
 2.  Openings that are at least 10' from ground level which are not accessible from    
                 a porch, fire escape, roof, or other climbing point can be secured with nails in   
                 each brace, and every 12" around the perimeter.  For these openings the  
                 plywood should be fitted so that it rests snugly against the exterior frame,  
                 butting up to the siding on wood frame buildings and up to the brickwork on  
                 brick buildings.  It may be necessary to remove the staff bead so this fit can be  
                flush and tight. 
e.  Boarding Up 
 1. Cut plywood to fit over the window and door openings, flush with outside of  
                the molding. 

 Note: For buildings with metal door and window frames the alternative is to cut 
the plywood and 2x4s to fit the inside of the door frame butted up against 
the band molding. 

 2. Cut the 2x4s to fit the horizontal dimension of the plywood.  You will need two  
                2x4 exterior and two interior braces for each window and three sets for each  
               door.   



Note:  For buildings with metal doors and window frames the 2x4s for the  
            outside will be cut to the dimensions of the plywood, fitting inside the  
                      door frame, against the band molding.  For the inside the 2x4s will be cut   
                     to the outside dimension of the door or window frame. 

 3.  Pre drill 3/8th inch holes in the plywood and the braces. 
 4. The holes will be placed approximately 1/3 of the length of the brace from each  
                outside edge of the door and window jam. 
 5. The two window braces will be placed 1/3 of the distance from the top and the  
                 bottom of the window. 

6.  The three door braces will be placed; one in the center of the doorway, and one  
                 half the distance from the center to the top and to the bottom of the doorway. 

7.Place the plywood over the exterior opening and nail to the frame. 
Note: For metal frames place the plywood and braces inside the frame against  
the band molding. 

8. Place the 2x4 braces over the interior and exterior of the door or window. 
9. Place the larger washer over the carriage bolt and place the bolt through the holes. 
10. Place washer and nut inside and tighten securely.  Torque the nut so that it slightly 

compresses the interior 2x4. 
11. After all entrances are secured, the interior worker should exit the building, using a 

ladder, through a window, if such exists, at least 10 feet above the ground.  Nail or 
screw a plywood sheet over the worker's exit.  Patrol the building periodically to check 
the security. 

 
14-1.18  Fire Alarm 
 
a. Fire Alarms. The Fire Official or designated Fire Inspector shall investigate, or cause to be 

investigated, the activation of any fire alarm, fire detector or fire protection system occurring 
within the jurisdiction to determine the cause for such activation and determine if the device 
and/or equipment have been properly restored to full service.  

b. Failure to Report.  It shall be a violation for any person or persons, having knowledge of same, 
to fail to report to the Fire Department and/or the Fire Official the activation of any fire 
protection system or device or to fail to report the occurrence of any fire or attempted arson or 
to fail to report the spill or leakage of any flammable or combustible liquid or gas or of any 
hazardous material immediately upon gaining such knowledge. 

b.   Define Fire Alarms; False Alarms; Nuisance Alarm 
1. Fire Alarm shall be defined as the giving, signaling or transmission to any public fire 

station, or company or to an officer or employee thereof, weather by telephone, spoken 
word or otherwise, of information to the effect that there is a fire at or near the place 
indicated by the person giving, signaling, or transmitting such information.  

2. False Alarm shall be defined as the willful and knowing initiation or transmission of a 
signal, message or other notification of an event of fire when no such danger exists. 

3. Nuisance Alarm shall be defined as an alarm caused by mechanical failure, malfunction, 
improper installation, or lack of proper maintenance, or an alarm activated by a cause that 
cannot be determined. 

c. Penalty.  Any person who maintains or permits to be maintained, any mechanical or   
electronic fire alarm device which transmits more than 3 false or nuisance fire alarms 
(excluding line-trouble signals) within any consecutive 12 month period, after written 
notification by the Fire Prevention Bureau, shall be punished by a fine of $100.00 for the 
fourth (4th) offense, $150.00 for the fifth (5th), $200.00 for the sixth (6th) and $50.00 
progressively for each additional offense. In no event, however, shall the fine exceed $500.00 
for any one occurrence. All penalties shall be in addition to any court costs that may be 
required. 



 
14-1.19 Dwelling Unit Violations 
 Violations of this Chapter that occur within owner-occupied, detached one and two family            
dwellings used exclusively for dwelling purposes, shall not be subject to Administrative Penalty 
actions.  Violations involving any dwelling unit shall be subject to the issuance of a summons to 
appear in Municipal Court. 
 
14-1.20 Fire Insurance Proceeds 
No insurance company shall pay to any claimant any claim in excess of $2500.00 for fire damages 
on any real property located within the Borough of Tinton Falls, pursuant to any fire insurance 
policy issued or renewed after the adoption of this Ordinance and after the filing of this 
Ordinance with the State Commissioner of Insurance, until such time as any anticipated 
demolition costs and all taxes and assessments and all other municipal liens or charges due and 
payable, appearing on the official certificate of search, shall have been paid by either the owner of 
the real property or by the insurance property. 
 
14-1.21 Installment Payments 
The Borough Council may enter into an agreement with the owner of any fire-damaged property 
to pay in full all delinquent taxes, assessments or other municipal liens by installments, if the 
Borough Council is satisfied that the claim for fire damages is to be used to restore or improve the 
fire-damaged property.  A certified copy of any resolution of agreement shall be provided to the 
insurance company that has insured the property for fire damage.  

 
14-1.22 Premises Identification 
DEFINITIONS. 

a          For the purposes of this ordinance, the following terms shall have their assigned     
            meanings:                        

1. COMMERCIAL or INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURE. Any building, structure, premises, 
or establishment used for commercial, industrial, or business enterprises as opposed to 
residential purposes. 

2. FAMILY. One or more persons occupying residential premises and living as one 
housekeeping unit. 

3. MULTIPLE-FAMILY DWELLING A building or portion thereof designed for or 
occupied by two or more families living independently of each other, and doing their 
own cooking in separate kitchens. It shall also include residential dwellings which are 
grouped or clustered on a single parcel of land such as a townhouse, rowhouse, or 
condominium development. The term multiple-family dwelling shall include but not be 
limited to apartments, apartment buildings, condominiums, duplexes and patio homes. 

4. SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING. A detached building designed for or occupied 
exclusively by one family. 

 
DISPLAY OF STREET ADDRESS NUMBER. 
All residential, commercial, and industrial property located in The Borough of Tinton Falls, shall 
conspicuously display the appropriate street address number as described herein or as otherwise 
approved by the Fire Prevention Bureau. 
 
SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS. 

a      All street address numbers for single-family dwellings shall comply with the following          
requirements, except as explicitly set forth herein. Numbers always must be clearly visible to 
vehicles traveling in either direction on the nearest fronting road, in addition to all of the 
following: 

1. Form. 
   (a) Standard Arabic numerals (numbers shall not be written out); 



   (b) In a color distinguishable from its background; 
   (c) At least four inches in height. 
2. Placement. 
   (a) Free and clear of any obstructions hindering clear visibility; 
   (b) Placed at, on, or about the front of the dwelling; however, numbers which are  
         painted only on the road curb do not comply with this requirement.   
   (c)  When affixed to a mailbox or free standing sign at the street the numbers may be 
          minimum of three inches in height and permanently affixed to both sides. 

 
MULTIPLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS. 

a      All street address numbers for multiple-family dwellings shall comply with the     
following requirements, except as explicitly set forth herein. Numbers always must be                           
clearly visible to vehicles traveling in either direction on the nearest fronting road, in 
addition to all of the following: 
1.  Form. 
    (a) Standard Arabic numeral form; 
    (b) In a color distinguishable from its background; 
    (c) At least six inches in height with regard to street address/building numbers, and    
         four inches in height with regard to individual unit numbers in buildings with   
        street address/building numbers also posted. 
2.  Placement. 
    (a) Free and clear of any obstructions hindering clear visibility; 
    (b) Placed at, on, or about the front of the dwelling; however, numbers which are     
          painted only on the road curb do not comply with this requirement; and 

                (c) In the event that a structure is more than 100 feet from the nearest 
fronting road or is otherwise not clearly visible from the nearest fronting road, the  
owner of such structure shall use a system of street address identification, approved 
by the Fire Prevention Bureau. 

 
COMMERCIAL OR INDUSTRIAL STRUCTURES. 

a. The street address number shall be placed at, on, or about the front of each individual 
commercial or industrial structure so it is clearly visible to vehicles traveling in either    
direction on the nearest fronting road or parking area and in order to insure prompt    
identification of the location of each separate building. The address shall be kept free  
and clear of any obstructions hindering clear visibility to vehicles traveling in either  
direction on the nearest fronting road or parking area. 

b. After the effective date of this ordinance, the street address numbers for all   
Commercial or industrial structures shall be in standard Arabic form of a size at least six 
inches in height or larger so as to be clearly visible to vehicles traveling in either direction 
on the nearest fronting road or parking area, and the street address number shall be in a 
color distinguishable from its background. 

c.  In the event that a commercial or industrial structure is more than 100 feet from the 
nearest fronting road or is otherwise not clearly visible from the nearest fronting road, the 
owner of such structure shall use a system of street address identification, approved by the 
Fire Prevention Bureau, that is reasonably calculated to readily identify the structure to 
emergency and public safety personnel.  

 
14-1.23 Fire Apparatus Access Roads 
Appendix D of the 2006 International Fire Code shall be herein adopted. 
 
14-1.24 Plans 
Nonresidential occupancies shall be required to provide the Fire Official with to-scale plans of the 
site and interior floor plans with detail as required by the Fire Official, such as:  Exterior drives, 
fire lanes, exterior fire-protection equipment, doorways, corridors, aisles, use of rooms, high-
hazard materials, utility controls and fire-protection equipment.  Submittals shall include ten (10) 



feet to the inch to forty (40) feet to the inch scale drawings, both full-size and reduced to sheets of 
eight and one-half by eleven (8 ½ x 11) inches.  Plans shall be submitted within one hundred eighty 
(180) days of receiving a notice from the Fire Official and shall not be required to be sealed. 
 
14-1.25 Fire Service Elevator Key 
Existing elevators that are equipped with fire service function and that do not utilize Yale 3502 key 
shall have twelve (12) months from the adoption of this ordinance to be retrofitted to utilize the 
Yale 3502 key. Owners may request an extension or waiver from the Fire Official, if it is 
technically unfeasible to do so. 
 
14-1.26 Fire Watch 

1. No fire alarm or fire sprinkler system shall remain out of service for any period of time without 
notification of the Fire Official/Fire Marshal, Fire Prevention Bureau/Fire Marshal’s Office.  
The Fire Official shall determine whether a fire watch is deemed necessary.  In no case shall a 
required and/or installed fire alarm or fire sprinkler system be rendered inoperable in an 
attempt to eliminate preventable alarms without the written consent of the fire official. In the 
event consent to terminate an alarm system, provisions for a constantly attending fire watch 
shall be posted in the building or premise on which the alarm is located. Any alarm found to be 
out of service without the written consent of the Fire Official shall be subject to penalties 
described in the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code. 

2. Fire Watch Defined – A Fire Watch is a physical inspection conducted when a building’s fire 
alarm, sprinkler or other suppression systems, are temporarily out of service. Posting of a Fire 
Watch is the responsibility of the building owner or their designated representative, which may 
include tenants or construction superintendents. Fire Watch personnel are required to 
continually patrol the facility for evidence of smoke, fire, or any abnormal conditions. 
Whenever a life-threatening situation is discovered, the fire watch personnel must immediately 
contact emergency personnel, and then alert the occupants and assist in the orderly evacuation 
of the facility.  

3. Fire Watch Personnel – Competent, responsible, and able bodied-individuals shall be selected 
to conduct Fire Watches, as approved by the Fire Official. Typically, hired security guards, or 
maintenance personnel and managers who are familiar with the building make excellent 
choices. Fire Watch personnel shall have that sole duty and not perform any other duty other 
than Fire Watch.  In the absence of a representative of the structure to perform a fire watch, a 
representative of the Tinton Falls Fire Service or New Jersey State Certified Firefighter(s) or 
Federally Certified Firefighter(s), as approved by the Fire Official, shall be provided to 
perform a fire watch at the cost listed in the section entitled, Fire Watch Fees Established of 
this section. Fire Watch shall continue to be conducted by a fire department representative 
until a representative of the structure officially assumes the responsibility, as approved by the 
Fire Official. Where special circumstances exists, such as the presence of exceptional hazards 
or large areas, additional Fire Watch Personnel may be required by the Fire Official. Tthe 
Tinton Falls Fire Service shall include, fire personnel of Tinton Falls Fire District # 1 and 
Tinton Falls Fire District #2.   

4. Fire Watch Log – A separate log identifying each building, area, under the Fire Watch by 
name and address shall be kept. Log entries shall be made hourly at the completion of each 
round. Log entries shall consist of the date, the time the round was completed, a summary of 
what was observed, and the name and signature of the individual conducting the fire watch. 
The Fire Watch Log shall be kept readily accessible for review by the Fire Marshal/Official.  

5. Duties for Fire Watch Personnel – Individuals who are selected for Fire Watch details shall be 
briefed so as to have a thorough understanding of the purpose and responsibilities of their 
assignment. Procedures and instructions shall also have a basic understanding of the location, 



function, and normal status of the fire alarm and sprinkler systems, including fire pumps. Fire 
Watch personnel shall conduct hourly rounds by walking throughout the entire building or 
affected area, looking for evidence of smoke, fire, or any abnormal conditions. The specific 
route shall be laid out so that the Fire Watch person is required to pass through the entire area 
to be covered. Where special circumstances exist, such as the presence of exceptional hazards 
or large areas, additional patrols may be required by the Fire Official. Individuals selected 
shall know the location and operation of all portable fire extinguishers on site.  

6. Emergency Communications – The individual conducting the Fire Watch shall be equipped 
with a cell phone for prompt notification of emergency forces (via 911) in the case of an 
emergency. Alternate methods of communication (radios to security/command centers with the 
means to immediately dial 911) may be approved by a Borough Fire Chief upon request.  
 

7. Written Notification - Written notification of intention to post a Fire Watch when planned, or 
the actual posting of a Fire Watch necessitated by an unplanned event, shall be forwarded to 
Fire Chief having jurisdiction as well as the Fire Official/Fire Marshal. This correspondence 
shall be put on the official letterhead of the business, general contractor, or subcontractor 
assuming responsibility for the detail. The letter shall specify the business name and address; 
the buildings or portions thereof affected; the purpose of the Fire Watch (i.e. fire alarm, 
sprinkler, or other suppression systems out of service); the dates and times these systems will be 
nonfunctional and the Fire Watch will be in effect; the qualifications of the individual(s) 
selected; and the specific type of communication device they will have immediately available 
(i.e. cell phone or portable radio).  

8. Fire Watch Fees Established – When a representative of the Tinton Falls Fire Service or a 
New Jersey State Certified Firefighter or a Federally Certified Firefighter used for the Fire 
Watch, the following fee schedule shall be enforced. The Owner of the structure shall pay 
directly to the individual(s) conducting the fire watch, the amount established by these fees.  

(a) Hourly rate for each individual up to 12 hours: $30.00 per hour or fraction thereof  
(b) Hourly rate for each individual beyond 12 hours: $50.00 per hour or fraction thereof  
(c) Minimum hourly rate shall be 4 hrs 

  
14-1.27 Prohibited Acts 
It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person, firm or corporation to: 

a.  Obstruct, hinder, delay or interfere by force or otherwise with the Fire Prevention 
Bureau in the exercise of any power or the discharge of any function or duty under the 
provisions of this chapter; 

b. Prepare, utter, or render any false statement pertaining to reports, documents, plans or 
specifications permitted or required under the provisions of this chapter; 

c. Render ineffective or inoperative, or fail to properly maintain any protective equipment 
or system installed, or intended to be installed, in a building or structure; 

d. Refuse or fail to comply with a lawful ruling, action, order or notice of the Fire 
Prevention Bureau; 

e. Violate, or cause to be violated, any of the provisions of this chapter; 
f. Refuse to provide identification and/or vehicle registration information; 
g. Prior to the closing of any street, notification shall be made to the Fire Official and the 

fire company in whose area the street is located.  Such notice shall include why the 
street is to be closed, when the street is to be closed and how long such closing shall 
last.  Notification shall also be made upon the reopening of the street. 

 
14-1.28 Summons 



The Fire Official and/or Fire Inspector(s) shall be empowered to issue a Municipal Court 
Summons for violations of this chapter. All violations issued on a municipal summons shall be 
adjudicated in Municipal court 
 
14-1.29 Violations and Penalties 
Any person, firm or corporation found guilty in the Municipal for a violation of the provisions of 
this chapter shall be subject to a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than 
one thousand dollars ($1000.00) or imprisonment for a period not exceeding ninety (90) days, or 
both.  Each and every day a violation continues shall be separate offense.  Such penalty shall not 
relieve the violator of the duty to take corrective actions.  These penalties shall be in addition to any 
court costs. All monies that are recovered as a result of the assessment of penalties shall be paid 
into the designated Fire Prevention Trust Account, except as may be otherwise provided herein. 
 
14-1.30 Relief From Personal Responsibility 

 
a. The Fire Official or employee charged with the enforcement of this code shall not be 

rendered liable personally, and is hereby relieved from all personal liability for any 
damage accrued to persons or property as a result of any act required or permitted in the 
discharge of official duties. Any suit instituted against any officer or employee because of 
an act performed by that officer or employee in the lawful discharge of duties under the 
provision of this code shall be defended by the legal representative of the jurisdiction until 
the final termination of the proceedings. The Fire Official, or other employee as 
designated by the Borough Administrator, or any subordinate shall not be liable for costs 
in any action, suit or proceeding that is instituted in pursuance of the provisions of this 
code; and any agent acting in good faith and without malice, shall be free from liability 
for acts performed under any of its provisions or by reason of any act or omission in 
connection with the performance of official duties. 

  
b. Jurisdictional Liability 

The jurisdiction shall not be liable under this code for any damage to persons or property, 
by reason of the inspection or reinspection of structures or equipment authorized herein. 

*Editor's Note: Former subsection 14-1.9, Permits, previously codified herein and containing 
portions of prior 1982 Code § 94-20 and Ord. No. 599 was repealed in its entirety by Ordinance No. 
95-894. 

*Editor's Note: G.I.S. fees may be amended from time to time by Executive Order of the Mayor of 
the Borough of Tinton Falls. 

This Ordinance shall become effective immediately following adoption in accordance with law 
and the Borough Code. 

 

                                                 
 
 


