TINTON FALLS OPEN SPACE MEETING

DECEMBER 11, 2006

  The regular meeting of the Tinton Falls Open Space committee was called to order at 7:34 p.m., Monday, December 11, 2006.  The Pledge of Allegiance followed.  Chairman James Allen read the Open Public Meeting Statement.

Roll Call.  Present: Chairman James Allen, Councilwoman Kim Barrett, Vice-Chairman Herman Silbiger, Guy Buck, Frank DaVita, Clare Shin, Dave Rosenthal and Secretary Carol Rippetoe.   Absent:  Alternates Dave Giuliano, Alexander Nachman and Vivian Torres.

  Approval of the November 14, 2006 minutes followed a motion for approval by Vice Chairman Herman Silbiger and a second by Clare Shin.

  Mr. Steven Pfeffer, Chief Financial Officer of Tinton Falls, attended in order to provide an explanation of the Open Space account and the monies accumulated in it.  Mr. Pfeffer presented a spreadsheet reflecting prior Open Space balances as well as that of the current year and a 2007 projection.  Open Space funding is kept in a separate interest-bearing account and is not co-mingled in the General Fund.  Mr. Pfeffer spoke about the acquisition of three Tinton Falls properties as well as of his work with Green Acres.  He explained that how a property is acquired often affects the receipt of matching funds or grants and ultimately the Open Space balance.

  A 3.3% return was made on the recent Open Space survey.  The majority of respondents are satisfied with the athletic fields; there is a great interest in bicycle and walking paths.  The protection of our drinking water and of our natural resources are also of high concern to Tinton Falls residents.  

  Councilwoman Barrett addressed the need to classify and pass on the additional comments residents included on the surveys, i.e. their feelings about the new Borough Hall, about taxes, about their perceptions of Tinton Falls in general.  Chairman Allen will separate the comments into categories and make certain they are given to the most appropriate individuals who will be able to resolve issues or assist residents with their concerns.

   In anticipation of the January reorganization meeting, discussion about the expiration of terms took place.  Anyone whose term expires this month was advised to write a letter to the Mayor expressing interest in continuing to serve.

   Vice-Chairman Herman Silbiger brought a new map of Tinton Falls showing categories relevant to Open Space considerations. Guy Buck requested that all previous maps be kept to reflect how little open remains in the borough.  Mr. Silbiger was thanked for the excellent result of his work on the map.

   The Open Public Meeting portion of the meeting was opened by a motion by Dave Rosenthal and seconded by Guy Buck.  Bob Sandberg spoke with the committee about public access to waterways for kyacking, fishing, etc.  Chairman Allen will refer Mr. Sandberg’s comments to the governing body.  Brian Perry addressed the committee about the potential at the Sycamore Ave. Soccer Fields and at the West Park Avenue site for bike and walking paths, adding that the use of in-house workers and volunteers could keep costs down.  Since many residents indicated their desire for bike and walking paths on the Open Space survey, Mr. Allen said he will arrange to have this on the mayor’s agenda.  Mr. Perry was thanked for his informative briefing.    The public portion of the meeting was then closed by Dave Rosenthal’s motion and a second by Herman Silbiger.  

   Under New Business, Carol Rippetoe advised the committee that she was not going to remain in the office of secretary for the coming year.

   Chairman Allen asked committee members about retaining the 2nd Monday of the month for meetings; everyone agreed that the 2nd Monday will be Open Space meetings.  The reorganization meeting will take place January 8th.

   Guy Buck made a motion to adjourn; the second was made by Clare Shin.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:50 p.m.



NEXT MEETING JANUARY 8, 2007, 7:30 P.M. 

